EXTREMES MEET

interrupted everything, he might have counted on being
able to retire about five years hence. But now it might
be ten years hence before he could afford it But he
would retire at last* He would collect butterflies and
moths again. That would amuse him for the rest of his
life. And garden a bit. Much better than marrying
passionate and pretty little girls of eighteen like Iphigenia.
But Georgie Radcliffe was different. She would not be a
responsibility. He knew just how to keep her amused
without boring himself. And one wanted something like
her in this dust and dazzle. She would have the same
effect as dressing for dinner. Her husband was probably
involved with this cabaret girl. And anyway he did not
count. That was obvious enough. What about that
fellow Drimys ? Every afternoon from five till sometimes
seven o'clock. That was Milton's supplementary in-
formation this morning. No doubt he had obtained it
from the waiter? Well, if he had been with her yesterday
afternoon, it had not had much effect on her evening. Still,
she would have to surrender Drimys, He had no intention
of being driven in a pair with that little dago. It would
be rather amusing to turn up at the hotel earlier this
evening on the chance of finding him still with her.
Then he could read her a lecture on the indiscretion of
such behaviour, and at the end of it console her himself.
Of course, if this submarine stunt came off, it would be
a final answer to all criticism. If for the whole of his
time out here he could show nothing except one sub-
marine, the country would have had full value for money,
YeSj one submarine, and the investment would have been
a sound one. If to a submarine were added the German
mail ? If a submarine really were sent it would mean
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